


DOWN BUT NOT OUT—A REFLECTION FROM FR. DONALD SENIOR, CP

No other evangelist captures the tang of Jesus’ parables
better than Luke. This Sunday we have one of his best—
the story of the pharisee and the tax collector—
addressed, as the Gospel notes, “to those who were
convinced of their own righteousness and despised
everyone else.”

Who could forget the scene? The pharisee standing

in the temple and, as Jesus wryly notes, “praying to
himself.” He thanks God that he is “not like the rest of
humanity—greedy, dishonest, adulterous—or even like
this tax collector.”

Meanwhile the tax collector—not one popular with an-
yone in first-century Israel—stood at a distance “and
would not even raise his eyes to heaven,” but prays
earnestly, “O God, be merciful to me a sinner.”

Whenever | hear this parable I think of one of our
former employees at Catholic Theological Union. One
of the best experiences | had as an administrator was
to get to know the men and women who kept the place
running: maintenance folks, food service employees,
the people who cleaned the offices and public spaces
after hours.

One person | got to know well was “Jim,” a skilled
carpenter, electrician and all-around craftsman. Despite
his many skills and winsome personality, Jim’s life was
very difficult. He had a broken marriage, repeated
bouts with alcoholism, was often out of work and was
desperate to connect with his only son but was having
little luck doing so. Jim and | had a lot of long talks over
the years and | grew to appreciate him very much.

He told me he always gave something to anyone
begging on the street. “It would only take a nudge
and | would be there myself,” he told me.

There came a time when a retired member of our staff
passed away and | was invited to say his funeral Mass.
The man had no family and few friends, so most of the
congregation were members of CTU. When | entered
the large and mostly empty church for the funeral, |
spotted Jim sitting in the back pew. Jim was not an
ardent churchgoer, but he knew this older colleague
and had come to pay his respects.

“Come on up to the front,” | said to Jim, “there is plenty
of room.” “Oh no,” he said. “Remember Jesus’ story
about the guy who was up front and very proud of

himself, while the other guy was hiding in the back,
asking God for forgiveness? That’s me,” Jim said, “I’'m
the guy in the back.”

The readings today affirm one of the basic perspectives
of our Scriptures. “The Lord is not deaf to the wail of
the orphan nor to the widow when she pours out her
complaint,” as the beautiful first reading from Sirach
proclaims. The response from Psalm 34 picks up the
same refrain: “The Lord hears the cry of the poor”; “The
Lord is close to the brokenhearted and those who are
crushed in spirit he saves.”

Jesus’ parable of the pharisee and the tax collector
stands in this beautiful tradition that portrays God as
especially compassionate and forgiving for those in des-
perate need. “The prayer of the lowly pierces the
clouds; it does not rest till it reaches its goal.”

Jesus, who was steeped in the Scriptures, not only
knew this text of Sirach but embodied it. Time and
again, the Gospels portray Jesus reaching out with
compassion and understanding to the very people that
others despised. In the arrogant words of the character
in Jesus’ parable, these are the “rest of humanity.”
Today’s Scriptures tell us the follower of Jesus is not to
despise anyone, even abject failures, but should reach
out in compassion, respect and tender care.

By the way, there is a finale to Jim’s story. The week
after the funeral, a friend of his gave him a ticket to a
Bears and Packers game. Jim told me it was “the happi-
est day of my life.” Only a week after that, Jim himself
passed away in his sleep from a massive heart attack. |
suspect now he is sitting up front in God’s house.

This reflection on the Year C Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time Readings
originally appeared in the October 27, 2019 issue of Chicago Catholic.



MINISTRY SCHEDULE THIS WEEK'’S PARISH CALENDAR

Mass Time

5:00pm (SJE)

8:00am (QR)

9:15am (SJE)

10:30am (QR)

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

10/29—10/30

Lector

John Finn

Bill Vance

Joe Wozniak

Donna McGuire

Monday October 24
8:15am (SJE) +Ann W.
Tuesday October 25
8:15am (QR) + Malgorzata W.
Wednesday October 26

8:15am (SJE)

Thursday
8:15am (QR)

Friday
8:15am (SJE)

Saturday
8:15am (QR)

5:00pm (SJE)

Sunday
8:00am (QR)

9:15am (SJE)

10:30am (QR)

+ Mary Malone

October 27

Extraordinary
Ministers

Jill Meister
Peter Meister
Bob Lester

Deacon Jerry
Karen Vance
Larry Zabinski

Dan Storto
Judy Lorch
Noreen Koziatek

Lisa Lang
Diane Ambrose
Charles Glomski

+ Alma Gobat, Helena Wermuth, George & Debbie
Wermuth & Family, Jennie Barrett & Family, Jessie
Camp & Family, + John Henning

October 28
+ Fr. Gary Miller

October 29
+ Frances Eraci

+ Jerry Russell

October 30

7:45am Daily Mon-Sat Morning Prayer (Telephone or App)
Monday October 24
6:30pm Youth Ministry (Alexian Village)
Tuesday October 25
6:30pm Marriage & Family Ministry (SJE Shea Hall)
7:00pm Rosary Group (SJE)
Wednesday October 26
9:30am Wed Morning Bible Study (SJE Shea Hall
1:00pm Prayer Shawl (SJE Shea Hall)
2:45pm Kid’s Choir Rehearsal (QR)
7:00pm Holy Hour w/Adoration & Reconciliation (QR)
Choir Rehearsal (SJE)
Thursday October 27
6:30pm Our Lady of Guadalupe Planning (SJE Shea Hall)
7:00pm Bell Choir Rehearsal (QR)
The Search (SJE Classrooms 4/5)
YAM-NW Oremus (SJE Classrooms)
Friday October 28
7:00pm Halloween Bunco
7:30pm AA (SJE)
Saturday October 29
10:00am Memento Mori Speaker Session 1 (SJE Shea Hall)
Noon YM Rake ‘n Run (Meet at SJE)
Reconciliation (SJE)
Sunday October 30
10:30am CLW (QR)

PRAY FOR OUR SICK RELATIVES & FRIENDS

Anthony Arboleda, Joan Butzen, Karyn Cousins, Norma
Crespo, Tommy Delorenzo, Karen Fidler, Frances
Gascon, David Gates, Mary Graff, Sandy Gran, Richard
Groves, Tom Guy, Charles Hall, Daniel Kaiser, Scott
Michael Kerstin, Michelle Markech, Joel Pasternak,
Mary Raimondo, John Schneider, Anne Schmid, Jackie
Vrtis, Helena Wermuth, Marge Yackem

To continue to have sick relatives and friends included in the
intentions list in our parish bulletin, please call the parish
office (847) 979-0901.

GRANT UNTO THEM ETERNAL REST

+ Jim Weidig, + Mac McWherter, + Tobias Thibeau,
+ John O'Connor, + Living & Deceased Members of
the Lukascawicz Family, + Mary Jean McCloskey

For the people of the parish

+ Bob Mrowczynski

Grant Unto Them Eternal Rest...

Please continue to pray for all lives lost to violence and
the Coronavirus pandemic.












SPIRITUAL LIFE

The Prayer Shawl Ministry

provides a way to wrap

people in prayer. Please

call the office (847) 979-0901

to pick up a shawl, blanket

or pocket prayer cloth for a
member of the church community that is in need of
our prayers. Meetings are generally the fourth
Wednesday and third Saturday of each month in
Shea Hall or, weather permitting, the Marian
Garden. Please check the parish calendar on our
website for upcoming dates.

Follow us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/OLBSPrayerShawl/

October is Respect Life Month and Month of the Holy Rosary.

To discover more about all of the activities planned to sup-
port a culture of life from conception until natural death,
please visit: olbsegv.org/ministry/respect-life/

To discover opportunities to join us for rosary prayer, please
visit: olbsegv.org/ministry/adult-faith-formation/

Join Rosary Group most
Tuesday Evenings at 7pm at SJE
to pray the Rosary.

Watch the bulletin and website
calendars for complete schedule.

Spiritual Care Week/Patoral Care Week has been
celebrated annually in October since 1985. This
year we celebrate Spirital Care Week from October
23rd to 29th with the theme “Relevant and Re-
sponsive in Times of Crises.” This week gives us an
opportunity to recognize the spiritual caregivers in
our midst and the ministry which these caregivers
provide. Spiritual caregivers are responsive and
relevant every day, everywhere, and in every way!

The chaplains at ASCENSION/ABMC become more
aware and grateful to those who partner with
them in providing spiritual support such as the
chaplains who pray with each patient and the Pray-
er Blanket/Shawl Ministers who bestow on recipi-
ents of a prayer gift. Notably, the ministers from
your parish, Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament,
graciously offer their time, talent, and compassion-
ate caring to many who need healing.

Such parish ministers are to be celebrated especial-
ly during Spiritual Care Week. Many of the recipi-
ents, family members and chaplains become more
mindful of these ministers’ generosity, creativity,
and service to the community. We at Ascension/
Alexian Brothers in Elk Grove Village also become
more aware that one’s intentions and actions have
a ripple effect for those who have received a pray-
er blanket/shawl in both times of suffering and cel-
ebration. Therefore, we at ASCENSION/ABMC con-
tinue to be grateful for your parish, Our Lady of the
Blessed Sacrament and the strength, sacredness,
hope and comfort that you bring through your
Prayer Blanket/Shawl Ministry to Ascension/
Alexian Brothers Medical Center.

Thank You, Diane T., Theresa S., Gail C., Mary A.,
Mary Ann C., Marge M., Marianne I., Geri S., Judi
E., Rosemary B., Terri B., Anna Marie F., Maddie H.,
Liz B., Doreen R., Kris A., Eileen P. and others!

Again, many BLESSINGS to all of YOU,
Phyllis Harman, Ascension/ABMC Chaplain






SCHOOL REPORT

Mrs. Petric's second grade class preparing to lead the all school mass that was celebrated on October 11.
Mr. Aguilar and Mr. delLutio practiced with us.



YOUTH FORMATION

10



STEWARDSHIP STAFF DIRECTORY

Thank you for your generosity.
Your stewardship Treasure returned to
God for the support of our Church ministries.

Weekly Offertory October 16, 2022 $9,777.00

CATHOLIC CHARITIES WORKS TO PREVENT HOMELESSNESS

It might seem like common sense: Giving money to
people on the brink of becoming homeless, and they
are less likely to use homeless shelters.

But that glosses over other questions, including wheth-
er it would better to save limited anti-homelessness
funding for people who already are homeless, who are
certain to need help, instead of spending it for people
who might be able to stay in their homes if they man-
age to find other resources.

That was one of the questions that the University of
Notre Dame’s Lab for Economic Opportunities explored
in a 2016 research project undertaken in partnership
with Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago’s
Homelessness Prevention Call Center.

The study was highlighted in a video aired Oct. 17 dur-
ing halftime of the Notre Dame football game against
the University of Louisville.

It found that people who received money to help them
stay in their homes were 88% less likely to be homeless
after three months and 76% less likely to be homeless
after six months, and that it cost about half as much to
keep a family in its home than it did to house a family
after it became homeless, according to the LEO web-
site. Those who received money were also less likely to
commit violent crimes.

“The research showed that at several data points that
they didn’t end up in the homeless system, they didn’t
end up in the criminal justice system, or if they did, it
was at much lower rates,” said Bob Haennicke, associ-
ate vice president of Catholic Charities. “That helps get
people interested in maybe funding it.”

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago is
mounting another study, this one to find out if a finan-
cial boost over and above the homelessness prevention
funds helps put families on the path to stability.

Read the complete article from Chicago Catholic:

chicagocatholic.com/chicagoland/-/

article/2020/10/21/study-shows-catholic-charities-call-

center-prevents-homelessness 11




Peter R. Gennuso, CFP°
Matthew Gennuso
Paul T. Gennuso, J.D.
401(k) Rollovers  Life Insurance * Business Planning  Disability Insurance
IRAs * Retirement Planning s Estate Planning  College Funding/529 Plans
630-242-3327 www.gennuso.com
1801 S. Meyers Road, Suite 150, Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Woodbury Financial Services, Inc. (WFS), member FINRA/SIPC. WFS
is separately owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are independent of WFS.

GIFT A KARATE CERTIFICATE
For Grandkids or Kids
www.americantigerkarate.org
847-593-6390

Law Offices or
RALPH J. SCHUMANN

(847) 273-8700
* Wills and Trusts

Targeting local business makes good “Cents”-
Get your name out there by advertising in local
parish bulletins. Contact us today for your next
advertising move and we will work with you for
your next “AD THAT WORKS!”

Check us out at wnnw.jspaluch.com

ELITE LEVEL
SHOOTING
INSTRUCTION
Varsity/College
Level Players Only

Contact Coach Hess for details: ATHLETICS

maxbasketballacademy@gmail.com

- Estate Planning
* Real Estate - Residential
and Commercial
* Business and Corporate Law
Parishioner and Song Leader
www.SchumannLaw.com

CatholicCruisesandTours andTheApostleshi
2 of the Sea of the UnitedStates of America
,:Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
& (Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
& eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

ALEXIAN VILLAGE OF ELK GROVE

PRIVATE SUPPORTIVE CARING APARTMENTS
Life enrichment is our priority: Physically - Mentally « Spiritually
847.437.8070
975 Martha St.|Elk Grove Village, IL 60007

TV NN N\ - IN YOUR LOCAL

CHURCH BULLETIN?

GREAT COVERAGE - 97 % of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.

GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in

CENTRAL PLUMBING
COMPANY, INC.

Since 1980
4 Generations of Plumbers
Commercial & Residential
Repairs & Remodeling - Water Heaters
Disposals - Sump Pumps - Rodding
847-253-9181
Tom Ryan ~ Kevin Ryan
L. LIC # PL16019  LIC. # 055-012918  2.75% Credit Card Convenience Fee
ASK FOR THE PARISH DISCOUNT!
ADDITIONAL DISCOUNT FOR SENIOR CITIZENS
55 YEARS OR OLDER!
www.centralplumbingco.com

.WI
et

the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.

Learn More Ahout Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin

Callusat 1-800-621-5197

Email: sales@jspaluch.com

Grow in your faith, find a Mass, and connect
with your Catholic Community with OneParish!

$99

Receive a $50 restaurant gift card
with in-home estimate
i ction!

« LeafGuard®

is guaranteed never to
clog or we'll clean it for
FREE*

-El
C

o
! a

s ot
PR -

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

“Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we'll clean your gutters for free.

needles, and debris

« Durable, all-weather tested system not a flimsy

one-piece system keeps out leaves, pine

liminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean
logged gutters

ttachment

Get it. And forget it.”

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will Your
For further information, a d
please call the Parish Office. Mechanical 847-228-5036 * Body Shop 847-979-8570
Certified Public Accountant COU.ld
MARK VOTTERO 0 .
Elk Grove Village Personal & Business Services be m thlS
o Accounting * Taxes '
10% OFF 847-690-9820 space!
YOUR UPS SHIPPING mvotterocpa@gmail.com
836 S. Arlington Hts. S< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad” :
847-956-1112 1™ and Present It The Next Time You Celebrating and
« NOTARY PUBLIC | Patronize One of Our Advertisers Honorlng Cherished
8:30AM - 3PM M-F | Lives for 45 Yrs.
- SHREDDING SERVICES |
Ed the Plumber : Thank you for advertising in
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! E;I"t;'e‘gazrl?le“n:ir I our church bulletin.
v/Ambulance ] 95 - . I am patronizing your business
Ubolice oFire Smssions $ 79,55 anont Bost Work « Bost Rates | © becouse of il 847-640-0566
Friends/Family FREE Shipping PARISHIONER DISCOUNT i e e e e e e = =
FREE Activation hapelb@sbcglobal.net
NO Long Term Contracts This Button SAVES Lives! The Most Complete chape g *
A i 1 Terry & Ton
lc\lgl\-NLI 8000809-3352 GPS Tracking w/FaILI Det:ctif)n ‘ onl,.ne Natwnul MrX . 11 y
MDM dA/ rt EI:\lsaYtigntwidehl‘looé.ar;d Li:|e Needed Dlrectory of aioriello
et-up, ontrac . .
Safe—GuavdmgAmev%a’sSemom\gunwwde! 24/7 365 l'\)nonitoring in the USA Check It Out TOday! Catholic Parisbhes Parishioners

009244 Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament

www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170
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